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in his demand for reform, and the reasons
which he alleged to justify it. Unfortunately,
the heads of the English Church were deeply
interested in the maintenance of abuses,
and if they condemned them they would
condemn the manner of their own promotion ;
while the attack on them was led by a selfish
body of lay noblemen, whose mouthpiece
Wyclif became. There was little prospect
of real reform from such an alliance, and
none was accomplished.

At the height of Wyclif s struggle with the
English bishops the great schism in the
Papacy broke out. A contested election
resulted in each candidate claiming that he
had been lawfully chosen. One set up his
throne at Rome, and was accepted by Eng-
land, Italy, Germany, Poland and the Scandi-
navian countries; the other reigned at
Avignon and was recognized in France,
Scotland, and the Spanish kingdoms. The
schism broke out in 1878, and though its
serious $>hase ended in 1409, it was not wholly
healed till 1449. Europe was divided into
closed compartments. Each Pope had his
own dominion; even the saints of the time
accepted their Pope from their nation. St.
Katherine of Siena, for example, being Italian,
followed the Italian Pope. Each of the two